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The Seven Years’ War (1756-1763) was a global conflict that involved most of the European great powers and was 
fought primarily in Europe, the Americas, and Asia-Pacific. Other concurrent conflicts include the French and Indian 
War (1754-1763), the Carnatic Wars (1744-1763), and the Anglo-Spanish War (1762-1763). The opposing alliances were 
led by Great Britain and France, respectively, each seeking to establish global pre-eminence at the expense of the 
other. Along with Spain, France fought Britain both in Europe and overseas with land-based armies and naval forces, 
while Britain's ally Prussia sought territorial expansion in Europe and consolidation of its power. Long-standing 
colonial rivalries pitted Britain against France and Spain in North America and the West Indies. They fought on a grand 
scale with consequential results. Prussia sought greater influence in the German states, while Austria wanted to 
regain Silesia, captured by Prussia in the previous war, and to contain Prussian influence. In a realignment of 
traditional alliances, known as the Diplomatic Revolution of 1756, Prussia became part of a coalition led by Britain, 
which also included long-time Prussian competitor Hanover, at the time in personal union with Britain. At the same 
time, Austria ended centuries of conflict between the Bourbon and Habsburg families by allying with France, along 
with Saxony, Sweden, and Russia. Spain aligned formally with France in 1761, joining France in the Third Family 
Compact between the two Bourbon monarchies. Smaller German states either joined the Seven Years' War or supplied 
mercenaries to the parties involved in the conflict. Anglo-French conflicts broke out in their North American colonies 
in 1754, when British and French colonial militias and their respective Native American allies engaged in small 
skirmishes, and later full-scale colonial warfare. The colonial conflicts would become a theatre of the Seven Years' War 
when war was Officially declared two years later, and it effectively ended France's presence as a global hegemon. 
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It has been called "the most important event to occur in 
eighteenth-century North America prior to the American 
Revolution. Spain entered the war on the French side in 
1762, unsuccessfully attempting to invade Britain's ally 
Portugal in what became known as the Fantastic War. 
Spain lost Havana in Cuba and Manila in the Philippines 
to Britain, but they were returned in the 1763 Treaty of 
Paris between France, Spain and Great Britain. In 
Europe, the large-scale conflict that drew in most of the 
European powers was centred on the desire of Austria 
(long the political centre of the Holy Roman Empire of 
the German nation) to recover Silesia from Prussia. The 
Treaty of Hubertusburg ended the war between Saxony, 
Austria and Prussia, in 1763. France's supremacy in 
Europe was halted until after the French Revolution and 
the emergence of Napoleon Bonaparte. Prussia 
confirmed its status as a great power, challenging 
Austria for dominance within the German states, thus 
altering the European balance of power. 
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Map of the British and French settlements in North America in 
1750, before the French and Indian War (1754 to 1763), which 
was part of the Seven Years' War 
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TREATY OF AIX-LA-CHAPELLE IN 


The 1748 Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
sometimes called the Treaty of Aachen, 


ended the War of the Austrian Succession, 
following a congress assembled on 24 April 
1748 at the Free Imperial City of Aachen. 
The two main antagonists in the war, Britain 


and France, opened peace talks in the Dutch 
city of Breda in 1746. Agreement was delayed 


by British hopes of improving their position; 
when this failed to occur, a draft treaty was 
agreed on 30 April 1748. A final version was 
signed on 18 October 1748 by Britain, 
France, and the Dutch Republic. 
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JACQUES DUMONT - 
ALLEGORIE EN L'HONNEUR DE 
LA PUBLICATION DE LA PAIX 
D'AIX-LA-CHAPELLE 


Franco-British negotiations began at 
Breda in August 1746 but were deliberately 
delayed by the Duke of Newcastle, who 
controlled British foreign policy. The death 
of Philip V of Spain in July 1746 seemed 
an opportunity to break the Bourbon 
alliance, while Newcastle hoped the 
Orangist revolution would revitalise the 
Dutch war effort, and allow the Allies to 
recover the Austrian Netherlands. Both 
assumptions proved incorrect; Spanish 
policy remained largely unchanged, the 
Dutch army collapsed, and Newcastle later 
berated himself for his "ignorance, 
obstinacy, and credulity 
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However, despite French victories in Flanders, the impact of the British naval blockade was such that throughout 1746, 
Finance Minister Machault repeatedly warned Louis XV of the impending collapse of their financial system. The position 
became critical after the Second Battle of Cape Finisterre in October 1747, as the French navy was no longer strong enough to 
protect their merchant convoys. 


Maria Theresa made peace with Bavaria in April 1745, then with Prussia in December; only British financial subsidies kept 
Austria in the war thereafter. At a conference in December 1747, Austrian ministers agreed ‘the worse peace is preferable to 
starting another campaign’, and drew up proposals for ending the stalemate in Italy. They agreed to withdraw Austrian troops 
from the Duchy of Modena and Republic of Genoa, confirm Spanish control of Naples, and provide territorial concessions that 
would provide Philip of Spain with an Italian state. 


In November, Britain signed a convention with Russia for the supply of troops and in February 1748, a Russian corps of 37,000 
arrived in the Rhineland. Lack of progress in Flanders and domestic opposition to the cost of subsidising its allies meant 
Britain was also ready to end the war. Both France and Britain were prepared to impose terms on their allies if needed, but 
preferred to avoid dropping them by making a separate peace treaty. On 30 April 1748, France, Britain, and the Dutch Republic 
signed a preliminary treaty which included the return of the Austrian Netherlands, the Dutch Barrier forts, Maastricht and 
Bergen op Zoom. They also guaranteed the Austrian cession of Silesia to Prussia, as well as the Duchies of Parma, and 
Guastalla to Philip of Spain. Faced with this, Austria, Sardinia, Spain, Modena and Genoa acceded to the treaty in two separate 
documents finalised on 4 December 1748 and 21 January 1749 respectively. 
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All signatories accept the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713; 

Austria recognises the Prussian acquisition of Silesia 

Austria cedes the Duchies of Parma, Piacenza and Guastalla to Philip of Spain, second eldest son of 
Philip V of Spain and Elisabeth Farnese; 


Austria cedes minor territories in Italy to Sardinia, including Vigevano; 


Austria withdraws from the Duchy of Modena and Republic of Genoa, which regain their independence; 
France withdraws from the Austrian Netherlands and returns the Dutch Barrier forts, Maastricht and 
Bergen op Zoom; 


Britain and France exchange Louisbourg on lle-Royale for Madras in India; 

Spain renews the Asiento de Negros (a monopoly contract to supply slaves to Spanish America) which 
was granted to Britain in the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht; Britain subsequently renounced this under the 
1750 Treaty of Madrid, in return for £100,000; 


Commission established to resolve competing claims between French and British colonies in North 
America. France also agrees to expel the Jacobite pretender's son, Charles Edward Stuart. 
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: ee —<—- The Battle of Lobositz or Lovosice also Lowositz on 1 October 1756 was the opening 
Tit eo ah land battle of the Third Silesian War and the wider Seven Years' War. Frederick the 
a ee Great's 28,000 Prussians were prevented by 33,000 Austrians under Maximilian 
Bit in x, Ulysses Count von Browne from continuing their invasion into the rich Bohemian plain, 
“= forcing Frederick to ultimately fall back north into Saxony for the winter. 
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Frederick II (German: Friedrich 


ee Il.; 24 January 1712 - 17 August 
Maximilian Ulysses, Reichsgraf 1786) was King in Prussia from 


von Browne, Baron de Camus ; 

and Mountany (23 October 1705 eeu Sealing OF 
— 26 June 1757) was an Austrian 
military officer, one of the 
highest-ranking officers serving 
the Habsburg Emperor during 
the middle of the 18th century. 
An Irish refugee, he was a scion 
of the Wild Geese 


Prussia from 1772 until his death 
in 1786. His most significant 
accomplishments include his 
military successes in the 
Silesian wars, his reorganisation | 
of the Prussian Army, the First 
Partition of Poland, and his 
patronage of the arts and the 
Enlightenment. 


Both sides lost about the same number of men each, about 2,900, which was more severe for the initially smaller Prussian 
army Frederick, still shaken in the following days, decided his only political option was to proclaim Lobositz as a victory by 
18th century rules of combat (since Browne had left the field of battle). However, Browne had done exactly what he had set 
out to do: stop Frederick at Lobositz and cover his own crossing of the Elbe further upstream to go and rescue the Saxon 
army at Pirna. Indeed, Frederick, though he sat on the "field of victory", never advanced beyond Lobositz and within two 
weeks had ordered a general retreat back into Saxony. So, strategically, with his army intact, Bohemia safe, and his way 
north to the Saxons unhindered, Browne could be thought of as having won a strategic victory at Lobositz. 
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BI sso MAP OF THE BATTLE OF 
LOBOSITZ. RED IS PRUSSIAN, 
BLUE AUSTRIAN ARMY. 
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POLISH-LITHUANIAN 
COMMONWEALTH 1773-1789 fore re stem 


The First Partition of Poland took place in 1772 4 aavahle 
as the first of three partitions that eventually > ia i< 
ended the existence of the Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth by 1795. The growth of power 

in the Russian Empire threatened the Kingdom 
of Prussia and the Habsburg monarchy and 
was the primary motive behind the First 
Partition. Frederick the Great, King in Prussia, 
engineered the partition to prevent Austria, 
which was envious of Russian successes 
against the Ottoman Empire, from going to 
war. Territories in Poland—Lithuania were 
divided by its more powerful neighbours 
(Austria, Russia and Prussia) to restore the 
regional balance of power in Central Europe 
among those three countries. 
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In the Battle of Prague or Battle of Stérboholy, fought on 6 May 1757 during the Third Silesian War (Seven Years' War), 
Frederick the Great's 64,000 Prussians forced 60,000 Austrians to retreat, but having lost 14,300 men, decided he was not 
strong enough to attack Prague. The battle is mentioned in the famous German ballad Lenore written in 1773 by Gottfried 
August Burger. After Frederick had forced the surrender of Saxony in the 1756 campaign, he spent the winter devising new 
plans for a defence of his small kingdom. It was not in his nature, nor in his military strategy, simply to sit back and defend. 
He began drawing up plans for another bold strike against Austria. 


In early spring the Prussian army marched in four columns over the mountain passes separating Saxony and Silesia from 
Bohemia. The four corps would unite at the Bohemian capital of Prague. Though risky, because it exposed the Prussian army 
to a defeat in detail, the plan succeeded. After Frederick's corps united with a corps under Prince Moritz, and General Bevern 
joined up with Schwerin, both armies converged near Prague. Meanwhile, the Austrians had not been idle. Though initially 
surprised by the early Prussian attack, the able Austrian field marshal Maximilian Ulysses Count Browne had been retreating 
skillfully and concentrating his armed forces towards Prague. Here he established a fortified position to the east of the town, 
and an additional army under Prince Charles of Lorraine arrived, swelling the Austrian numbers to 60,000. The prince now 
took command. The Austrian army under von Browne had taken up a near invincible position on the Ziska- and the Tabor 
mountains. The town was on their left flank, with a steep gorge to the north, and to the west by a marshy slope with a brook at 
the bottom. The two Austrian commanders were in disagreement about the course of action: von Browne wanted to attack, 
but Charles decided to wait for Konigseck, who had been defeated at the Battle of Reichenberg but was known to be 
retreating towards Prague, and possibly even for the arrival of Daun. 
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Frederick ordered an immediate assault, but Schwerin convinced him to make a reconnaissance around the Austrian right flank. 
He returned with the information that gradually sloping green meadows offered a better chance for attack at the Austrian rear. 
The Prussian army started marching around 7 am, and succeeded in staying largely out of sight till the Austrian generals 
noticed the movements around 10 am. Field Marshal von Browne shifted six infantry regiments to take up position to the south 
east. 

Schwerin, accompanied by General Winterfeldt, was finally prepared to attack. The attack was led by the infantry of Winterfeldt. 
The Prussian infantry soon found themselves not in meadows, but in the remains of fish ponds. While they struggled through, 
Winterfeldt was hit by a musketball. The Prussian infantry wavered and Schwerin rallied them, leading them from the front. He 
was hit several times by Austrian canister. Frederick, when he heard the news, ordered the assault to continue. Field Marshal 
Schwerin's death, however, had such an impact on King Frederick that eyewitness testimony, given by Count von Kalckreuth, 
indicates he suffered a nervous breakdown, appearing in a pitiful state before Prince Henry and Kalckreuth while lamenting the 
casualties suffered and barely being able to speak. 

The Austrian infantry smelled the Prussian confusion and started to press the Prussians back down the slope, opening a gap 
between themselves and the remainder of the Austrian line still facing north. At this time von Browne was mortally wounded by 
Prussian infantry fire and carried into Prague. While King Frederick and General von Zieten reorganised the Prussian infantry in 
the south for another attack, the generals Hautcharmoy and Bevern spotted the gap in the Austrian line and started to filter 
infantry into the gap. Austrian Croats had engaged Prussians to the north of the Austrian left flank, but with the gap in the 
Austrian line being exploited by a steady stream of Prussians he pulled back and formed a new line running south from the west 
end of the Tabor mountain. 
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oe The Battle of Zorndorf, during the Seven 
BATTLE OF ZORNDORF Years' War, was fought on 25 August 1758 
edges between Russian troops commanded by 
Count William Fermor and a Prussian army 
commanded by King Frederick the Great. 
The battle was tactically inconclusive, with 
both armies holding their ground and 
claiming victory. The site of the battle was 
the Prussian village of Zorndorf (now 
Sarbinowo, West Pomeranian Voivodeship, 
Poland). During the battle, Frederick 
famously took a regimental standard and led 
an attack himself, rallying his troops. 
Although the Seven Years’ War was a global 
conflict, it was particularly intense in the 
European theater based on the recently 
concluded War of the Austrian Succession 
(1740-1748). 
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During the ensuing battle, both 
sides quickly ran out of gunpowder 
and engaged in hand-to-hand 
fighting. When some of the Prussian 
battalions showed signs of tiring, 
Frederick himself led them in an 
attack. The battle was described by 
contemporaries as the bloodiest in | 
the 18th century. One Prussian a ae 
officer reported that "bodies of : Mm. 22 : rem , 
Russians covered the field row by 
row; they kissed their cannons 
while their bodies were cut to pieces a 
by our sabers, but stillthey would 
not retreat. After the battle, 
Frederick famously declared that 
"it's easier to kill the Russians than 
to win over them. 
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Count William Fermor was an Imperial Russian Army officer best known for 
leading his country’s army at the Battle of Zorndorf during the Seven Years’ 
War. His name is sometimes styled Wilhelm Graf von Fermor. 


On 25 August 1758 he led his army against Frederick the Great at the Battle 
of The battle cost both sides heavy casualties. Afterwards, 
Fermor withdrew his forces eastwards. He was later relieved of his command 
and served as a subordinate to Pyotr Saltykov during 1759. 


In 1760 he was in overall command of Russian forces during the Raid on 
Berlin, which saw them and their Austrian allies briefly occupy the Prussian 
capital before withdrawing. 


Following the coup that brought Catherine Il to the throne he was made 
Governor of Smolensk. He died in 1771. 
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PRUSSIAN LEIBGARDE 
BATTALION AT KOLIN, 1757 


Since the 15th century, Leibgarde 
has been the designation for the 
military security guards who 
protected Fursten (royals and 
nobles) — usually members of the 
highest nobility who ruled over 
states of the Holy Roman Empire 
and later its former territory — from 
danger. The Leibgarde should not 
be mixed up with bodyguard 
(Leibwachter), which may refer also 
to a single private individual. 
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THE ALLIANCES FORMED AS A RESULT 
OF THE DIPLOMATIC REVOLUTION 


The Diplomatic Revolution of 1756 was the 
reversal of longstanding alliances in Europe 
between the War of the Austrian Succession and 
the Seven Years' War. Austria went from an ally 
of Britain to an ally of France; the Dutch 
Republic, a long-standing British ally, became 
more anti-British and took a neutral stance while 
Prussia became an ally of Britain. The most 
influential diplomat involved was an Austrian 
statesman, Wenzel Anton von Kaunitz. 

The change was part of the stately quadrille, a 
constantly shifting pattern of alliances 


- throughout the 18th century in efforts to 
preserve or upset the European balance of 


te) L oar J power. 
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g Wenzel Anton, Prince of Kaunitz-Rietberg (German: Wenzel Anton Reichsfurst von 
' Kaunitz-Rietberg, Czech: Vaclav Antonin z Kounic a Rietbergu; 2 February 1711 - 
| 27 June 1794) was an Austrian and Czech diplomat and statesman in the 

~~ Habsburg monarchy. A proponent of enlightened absolutism, he held the office of 
"State Chancellor for about four decades and was responsible for the foreign 
policies during the reigns of Maria Theresa, Joseph Il, and Leopold Il. In 1764, he 

| was elevated to the noble rank of a Prince of the Holy Roman Empire (Reichfurst). 
| Kaunitz was the mastermind of the Diplomatic Revolution of 1756, which involved 
| the dramatic shakeup of traditional military alliances in Europe. Austria went from 
' an ally of Britain to an ally of France and Russia. Prussia became an ally of 

| Britain, along with Hanover. The result was the basic lineup of forces in the Seven 
| Years' War. Once he was State Chancellor, Kaunitz pursued his policies seeking 
rapprochement with France. Upon the outbreak of the French and Indian War 

| overseas in 1754, he had the Austrian ambassador in Paris, Prince Georg Adam of 
| Starhemberg, raise the topic of forming a defensive league. Kaunitz finally 

: resigned his office upon the accession of Emperor Francis Il in July 1792. Kaunitz 
_ died in 1794 at his city palace in Vienna and was buried in his family vault beneath 
"7 the Chapel of St. John the Baptist in Slavkov cemetery. 
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